
The AhaBulb Party Game
STUFF EVERY DOG OWNER SHOULD KNOW

How to play (30 seconds)

1. The reader reads a card and its three answers out loud.

2. Everyone says "One, two, three, Goldilocks!" and holds up 1, 2, or 3 fingers.

3. The reader flips the card and reads the answer and the Why.

4. Everyone who was right takes a point.

5. The reader reads the joke with a straight face. Anyone laughs or groans? The reader

takes a point. Nobody got it right? The reader takes a point.

6. Pass the deck left. Most points when the points run out wins.

What you need

These cards and the point tokens on the last two pages. No tokens? Use coins, buttons,

pebbles, or marshmallows. 3 to 10 players, ages 8 and up.

Expert rule: Bet It

Before the reader flips the card, you may put one of your points on your answer. Right: take

your normal point plus one extra. Wrong: your bet goes back to the pile. That's it.

Printing

Print single-sided, on cardstock if you have it. Cut on the dashed lines. Each card is a 3.5 x 5

inch index card. The answer half is upside down on purpose, so the table can't peek.

Cards 1 to 50 of 110. More cards and the free daily online game at sesk.info. Built 2026-10-

14.



DOGS

Which of these is a core vaccine that is
recommended for every dog?

A Lyme disease

B Bordetella

C Rabies

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CRabies

WHY Core vaccines protect against the most serious

diseases, so vets recommend them for all dogs. Rabies,

distemper, parvovirus and adenovirus are on that list.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why was the puppy crying? She was having a ruff

day.

SESK.INFO#4332

DOGS

Which of these is a traditionally non-
core dog vaccine, given based on lifestyle
risk?

A Distemper

B Bordetella

C Parvovirus

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BBordetella

WHY Non-core vaccines are given when a dog's

lifestyle or home area raises its risk, such as boarding

or daycare. Distemper and parvovirus are core for all

dogs.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the dog do so well in school? He was the

teacher's pet.

SESK.INFO#4333

DOGS

Why do puppies need repeated vaccine
doses until about 16 weeks old?

A The vaccine only lasts about a week

B Puppies only respond to vaccines in summer

C Antibodies from the mother can block the

vaccine

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CAntibodies from the mother can block the
vaccine

WHY Puppies get antibodies from their mother, and

those can interfere with a vaccine. Nobody knows

exactly when they fade for each puppy, so doses repeat

until after 16 weeks.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why does my newborn puppy never want to leave

my side? He's in puppy love!

SESK.INFO#4336

DOGS

After the puppy series, how often are
core vaccines like parvovirus usually
boosted?

A Every 3 years

B Every month

C Every 6 weeks

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AEvery 3 years

WHY After a booster within the first year, many core

vaccines are repeated every 3 years. Annual boosters

are not necessary for these core vaccines.

STRAIGHT FACE

What should you do for your pup's first birthday?

Throw her a paw-ty!

SESK.INFO#4337



DOGS

Where should you check to learn which
vaccines your dog is legally required to
have?

A The dog food label

B Your local or state health department

C The pet store clerk

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BYour local or state health department

WHY Rules differ from place to place, and rabies shots

are often required by law. Health departments publish

the specific regulations for your area.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why are border collies such good listeners?

Because you can tell they really herd you.

SESK.INFO#4339

DOGS

How do dogs get heartworm?

A From eating infected grass

B From a mosquito bite

C From another dog's sneeze

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BFrom a mosquito bite

WHY A mosquito that bites an infected animal picks up

baby worms, then passes them to the next pet it bites.

Heartworm does not spread by contact between dogs.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the mosquito go to the dentist? To

improve his bite!

SESK.INFO#4347

DOGS

How often should dogs be tested for
heartworm, per the American Heartworm
Society?

A Never, if on prevention

B Every 5 years

C Every year

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CEvery year

WHY Annual testing makes sure the preventive is

working and catches any infection early. It is usually

done at a regular vet visit.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you get when you cross a dog and a

calculator? A friend you can count on.

SESK.INFO#4348

DOGS

How many months a year should dogs
get heartworm preventive?

A All 12 months

B Only the 3 summer months

C About 6 months

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AAll 12 months

WHY The American Heartworm Society advises giving

heartworm preventive every month of the year.

Mosquitoes can show up outside normal seasons, and

even indoor dogs can be bitten.

STRAIGHT FACE

Our dog brings us the newspaper every day. Funny

thing is, we've never subscribed to any.

SESK.INFO#4349



DOGS

Do indoor-only dogs need heartworm
prevention?

A No, only outdoor dogs are at risk

B Yes, indoor pets are at risk too

C Only in winter

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BYes, indoor pets are at risk too

WHY Infected mosquitoes can slip into homes. Indoor

and outdoor dogs are both at risk, so prevention is for

every dog.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a pug that is undercover?

Indognito.

SESK.INFO#4350

DOGS

In how many US states has heartworm
disease been diagnosed?

A Only southern states

B Only about 10 states

C All 50 states

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CAll 50 states

WHY Heartworm is not just a southern problem. It has

been found in dogs in every state, which is why testing

and prevention are advised everywhere.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why do dogs wag their tails? Because no one else

will do it for them.

SESK.INFO#4351

DOGS

How long do heartworm larvae take to
grow into adult worms?

A About 6 months

B 2 days

C About 3 years

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AAbout 6 months

WHY After an infected mosquito bite, the larvae take

about six months to become adults. Adults can live for

5 to 7 years in a dog.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is the fastest dog in the world? A Labraghini.

SESK.INFO#4352

DOGS

Where do adult heartworms live in a
dog?

A In the stomach

B In the heart, lungs and blood vessels

C In the ears

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIn the heart, lungs and blood vessels

WHY Adult heartworms are long worms that live in the

heart, lungs and the blood vessels around them. That is

why the disease can hurt a dog's heart and breathing.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you get if you cross a sheepdog with a

rose? A collie-flower.

SESK.INFO#4353



DOGS

Where does most of a flea population
live?

A On the dog's back

B In the environment, not on the dog

C In the dog's food bowl

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIn the environment, not on the dog

WHY Eggs and larvae develop in the home and yard, so

only a small share of fleas are on the pet at any time.

Clean bedding and carpets as part of treatment.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is the most faithful insect? A flea. Once they

find someone they like, they stick to them!

SESK.INFO#4359

DOGS

Dogs can get which parasite from
fleas?

A Tapeworms

B Heartworms

C Lungworms

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ATapeworms

WHY Fleas carry the tapeworm and other diseases.

Heartworm comes from mosquitoes, not fleas.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a cheerful flea? A hop-timist!

SESK.INFO#4360

DOGS

Many dogs are allergic to what part of
a flea bite?

A Flea saliva

B Flea eggs

C Flea cocoons

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AFlea saliva

WHY Many dogs and cats are allergic to flea saliva,

which can cause intense itching. Chronic cases can lead

to hair loss and thickened skin.

STRAIGHT FACE

How do you find where a flea has bitten you? Start

from scratch!

SESK.INFO#4363

DOGS

By age 3, about how many dogs and
cats show signs of dental disease?

A About 10 to 20 percent

B About 70 to 80 percent

C Almost none

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BAbout 70 to 80 percent

WHY Dental disease is very common. By age 3, most

dogs and cats already have some signs, so regular

checks and home care matter.

STRAIGHT FACE

My puppy isn't fat, he's just a little husky.

SESK.INFO#4367



DOGS

How many adult teeth does a dog
have?

A 28

B 32

C 42

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C42

WHY Puppies get 28 baby teeth that fall out and are

replaced by 42 adult teeth. The swap happens between

2 and 7 months of age.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is a dog dentist's favorite tooth? The canine.

SESK.INFO#4368

DOGS

What is a normal body temperature for
a dog?

A 98 to 99 F

B 104 to 105 F

C 101 to 102.5 F

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C101 to 102.5 F

WHY A dog's normal temperature is higher than a

person's. Merck lists 101 to 102.5 F, and UC Davis lists

about 100 to 102.8 F, so a reading in that range is

typical.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why was the dog such a good musician? Because

he had perfect pooch.

SESK.INFO#4369

DOGS

Bloat (GDV) in dogs is what kind of
problem?

A A life-threatening emergency

B A harmless gas bubble

C A skin condition

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AA life-threatening emergency

WHY In bloat, the stomach swells and can twist. It cuts

off blood flow and needs immediate veterinary care.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do dogs eat for breakfast? Pooched eggs.

SESK.INFO#4370

DOGS

Which of these is a sign of bloat in a
dog?

A Wagging more than usual

B Sleeping flat on the back

C Repeated dry retching

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CRepeated dry retching

WHY Signs include restlessness, discomfort, rapid

breathing, a swollen painful belly, drooling and retching

without throwing up. Call a vet immediately.

STRAIGHT FACE

What is a dog's favorite food? Anything that is on

your plate!

SESK.INFO#4371



DOGS

Bloat mainly affects what kind of dog?

A Tiny short-legged dogs

B Large, deep-chested dogs

C Hairless dogs

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BLarge, deep-chested dogs

WHY Large breeds with deep chests, like Great Danes

and German Shepherds, are at higher risk. Merck calls a

deep, narrow chest a proven genetic risk factor.

STRAIGHT FACE

Which dog breed has never done anything wrong?

A Saint Bernard.

SESK.INFO#4372

DOGS

At what body temperature is a dog in
heatstroke territory?

A 105 F or higher

B 99 F

C 102 F

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

A105 F or higher

WHY Heatstroke happens when a dog can no longer

control its body temperature and it rises to 105 F or

higher. Start cooling right away with cool water and get

to a vet.

STRAIGHT FACE

When a dog has a fever, what should you feed him?

Mustard, it's the best thing for hot dogs.

SESK.INFO#4373

DOGS

ASPCA Animal Poison Control is
available when?

A Weekdays, 9 to 5

B Only in summer

C 24 hours a day, every day

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

C24 hours a day, every day

WHY If you think your dog swallowed something

poisonous, call right away. A consultation fee may

apply, but you get expert help any time.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why can't you tell a dog a knock-knock joke?

Because every time she hears knocking, she won't

stop barking.

SESK.INFO#4374

DOGS

At least how often should a healthy
adult dog see the vet?

A Every 5 years

B Once a year

C Only when sick

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BOnce a year

WHY Dogs often hide pain and illness, so a yearly

checkup can catch problems early. A vet can also tailor

the plan to your dog's age.

STRAIGHT FACE

How do you know your dog is a genius? You ask

him what two minus two is, and he says nothing.

SESK.INFO#4376



DOGS

Per AAHA, about how often should
senior dogs see the vet?

A Once every 3 years

B Only when they seem sick

C Every six months

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CEvery six months

WHY AAHA says senior pets should be examined

every six months. Older dogs can change quickly, and

early checks can catch problems sooner.

STRAIGHT FACE

How can you tell if your dog is lazy? He only chases

parked cars.

SESK.INFO#4377

DOGS

Per AAHA, a dog becomes a senior when
it enters which part of its estimated
lifespan?

A The last 25%

B The first 25%

C The middle 50%

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AThe last 25%

WHY A senior stage depends on breed and size

because bigger dogs tend to age faster. AAHA defines

it as the last quarter of the expected lifespan.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why is my dog's back always sore? He's a mastiff.

SESK.INFO#4378

DOGS

Which of these can be a sign of
dementia in a senior dog?

A Growing a shorter tail

B Changes in sleep patterns

C Suddenly loving baths

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BChanges in sleep patterns

WHY Older dogs can get senility, also called cognitive

dysfunction. Signs include changes in sleep patterns, loss of

housetraining, getting lost in familiar places and less interest

in people.

STRAIGHT FACE

A man was amazed to see his friend playing chess with

his dog. That's the smartest dog I've ever seen! The

friend said, Nah, I've beaten him three games out of five.

SESK.INFO#4379

DOGS

Which kind of chocolate is generally
the most dangerous for a dog?

A Dark chocolate

B White chocolate

C Milk chocolate

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ADark chocolate

WHY The more cacao in the chocolate, the more of the

toxic ingredient it holds. Keep all chocolate out of reach.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did the hungry dalmatian say after his meal?

That hit the spots.

SESK.INFO#4380



DOGS

Chocolate, coffee and caffeine are risky
for dogs because they all contain what?

A Tartaric acid

B Methylxanthines

C Allium compounds

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BMethylxanthines

WHY Methylxanthines are stimulant chemicals.

Chocolate, coffee and caffeine all carry them.

STRAIGHT FACE

How does a dog feel after a long workout?

Doggone tired.

SESK.INFO#4381

DOGS

Grapes and raisins can cause damage
to which part of a dog's body?

A The ears

B The teeth

C The kidneys

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CThe kidneys

WHY Tartaric acid is thought to be the toxic part, and

dogs cannot process it, so grapes or raisins can lead to

kidney damage. Never feed them as treats.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did the waiter say to the dog when he

brought out her food? Bone appétit.

SESK.INFO#4382

DOGS

Xylitol, a sweetener in some gum and
baked goods, can cause what in dogs?

A Low blood sugar

B High fever

C Hair loss

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ALow blood sugar

WHY Xylitol can cause low blood sugar and potentially

liver damage, depending on the amount eaten. Check

labels, and keep sugar-free products away from dogs.

STRAIGHT FACE

What flavored beverages and treats do dogs enjoy

most in the fall? Pup-kin spice.

SESK.INFO#4383

DOGS

Onions, garlic and chives can harm a
dog by damaging what?

A Its toenails

B Its red blood cells

C Its eardrums

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIts red blood cells

WHY Onions, garlic and chives are Allium vegetables.

They can upset the stomach and damage red blood

cells, causing anemia. Cats are even more sensitive, but

dogs are at risk too.

STRAIGHT FACE

How do you identify a dogwood tree? By its bark.

SESK.INFO#4384



DOGS

Macadamia nuts can cause which signs
in dogs?

A Extra energy only

B Shiny coat

C Weakness and tremors

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CWeakness and tremors

WHY Macadamia nuts can cause weakness,

incoordination, depression, vomiting, tremors and high

body temperature in dogs. Cookies with macadamias

count.

STRAIGHT FACE

What's a dog's favorite kind of pizza? Pupperoni.

SESK.INFO#4385

DOGS

After a dog swallows alcohol, how fast
is it absorbed?

A Rapidly

B Only after a day

C Not absorbed at all

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ARapidly

WHY Alcohol is rapidly absorbed after ingestion and

can cause vomiting, diarrhea, incoordination,

depression and difficulty breathing. Keep drinks, and

food made with alcohol, away from dogs.

STRAIGHT FACE

What kind of dog doesn't bark? A hush puppy.

SESK.INFO#4386

DOGS

Why is raw yeast dough a danger if a
dog eats it?

A It freezes the stomach

B It rises and builds gas

C It turns into rock

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIt rises and builds gas

WHY Yeast dough can rise and build up gas in a pet's

digestive system. The stomach can bloat and even

twist, an emergency. Keep rising dough out of paw

reach.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why do dogs run in circles? Because it's hard to run

in squares.

SESK.INFO#4387

DOGS

The ASPCA warns raw meat and raw eggs
can carry bacteria that harm whom?

A Only the dog

B Only children

C Pets and people

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CPets and people

WHY Raw meat and raw eggs can contain Salmonella

and E. coli. These can sicken dogs and the people who

handle the food, so wash hands and surfaces.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the egg avoid the dog bowl? It was afraid

of being scrambled.

SESK.INFO#4388



DOGS

Why does the ASPCA caution against
giving dogs bones?

A Injury or blockage

B They cost too much

C They cause fleas

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AInjury or blockage

WHY Dogs can hurt their gut or get a blockage when

they swallow bones. Ask your vet about safer chews.

STRAIGHT FACE

What's a dog's favorite instrument? A trombone.

SESK.INFO#4389

DOGS

What can milk and other dairy products
cause in many dogs?

A A faster heartbeat

B Diarrhea

C Stronger bones overnight

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BDiarrhea

WHY The ASPCA says milk and other dairy-based

products can cause diarrhea or other digestive upset. A

bowl of water is the safer drink.

STRAIGHT FACE

Where won't you find a dog shopping? A flea

market.

SESK.INFO#4390

DOGS

Fatty foods and some nuts can cause
what in some pets, besides vomiting and
diarrhea?

A Broken teeth

B Sunburn

C Pancreatitis

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CPancreatitis

WHY Rich, fatty foods can inflame the pancreas in

some pets. That is why table scraps and greasy

leftovers are poor treats.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the dog go to grad school? To become a

bark-chitect.

SESK.INFO#4391

DOGS

Too much salt can make a dog show
what?

A More thirst and urination

B A sleepy nap

C Cold paws

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AMore thirst and urination

WHY Excessive salt intake can produce increased thirst

and urination. Salty snacks like chips and pretzels are

not good dog treats.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a Poodle in the water? A noodle.

SESK.INFO#4392



DOGS

The ASPCA says avocado's biggest
concern is for which animals?

A Dogs and cats

B Birds and rabbits

C Fish and turtles

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BBirds and rabbits

WHY The ASPCA says the biggest avocado concern is

heart damage and death in birds and rabbits. A home

with birds or rabbits should keep avocado away from

them.

STRAIGHT FACE

Which dog breed loves living in the Big Apple? A

New Yorkie.

SESK.INFO#4393

DOGS

A dog food label says 'complete and
balanced.' What does the FDA say that
means?

A It is meant only as an occasional treat

B It is meant to be a dog's sole diet

C It is meant only for puppies

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIt is meant to be a dog's sole diet

WHY A complete and balanced food is meant to supply

all of a pet's nutrition by itself. The nutritional adequacy

statement on the label tells you whether it meets that

bar.

STRAIGHT FACE

What did the dog say to its teacher when it forgot

its homework? My human ate my homework.

SESK.INFO#4403

DOGS

Which is one way a dog food can back up
a 'complete and balanced' claim, per the
FDA?

A Get a signed note from a groomer

B Print 'natural' on the front of the bag

C Pass a feeding trial using AAFCO procedures

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CPass a feeding trial using AAFCO
procedures

WHY A food can make the claim by being formulated to

meet a nutrient profile or by passing a feeding trial that

follows AAFCO procedures. Either path is allowed.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you get when you cross a dog with a

computer? Lots of bytes.

SESK.INFO#4404

DOGS

How many meals a day does the ASPCA
say puppies 8 to 12 weeks old need?

A Four meals

B One meal

C Two meals

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

AFour meals

WHY Young puppies have small stomachs and lots of

growing to do, so they eat several small meals a day.

The ASPCA says adjust the schedule as the dog grows.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do dogs have that other animals don't have?

Puppies.

SESK.INFO#4405



DOGS

Why can pets easily be drawn to drink
antifreeze?

A It smells like fresh meat

B It tastes salty like broth

C Ethylene glycol has a sweet taste

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CEthylene glycol has a sweet taste

WHY The main ingredient in many antifreezes, ethylene

glycol, tastes sweet. Pets may lap up spills from

garages and driveways, so clean up leaks right away.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the Beagle bring a map? Because it didn't

want to be a lost hound.

SESK.INFO#4407

DOGS

Which ingredient do pet-safer
antifreezes use instead of ethylene
glycol?

A Propylene glycol

B Methanol

C Acetone

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

APropylene glycol

WHY Propylene glycol has a much wider margin of

safety than ethylene glycol, according to the ASPCA.

Still, keep all antifreeze capped and out of reach.

STRAIGHT FACE

What do you call a dog rock star? A su-paw-star.

SESK.INFO#4408

DOGS

You drop a pill on the floor. What does
the ASPCA say dogs are notorious for?

A Ignoring it

B Ingesting it

C Burying it

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BIngesting it

WHY The ASPCA says dogs are especially notorious

for ingesting dropped pills. Take your own medicine in

a safe place away from your pets.

STRAIGHT FACE

When a dog gets a check, what should it do? Make

a de-paws-it.

SESK.INFO#4409

DOGS

Per the AVMA, how much can the
temperature inside a parked car rise in
just 10 minutes?

A About 2 degrees F

B About 5 degrees F

C Almost 20 degrees F

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

CAlmost 20 degrees F

WHY A parked car heats up fast, even with the engine

off. After an hour the inside can be over 40 degrees

hotter than the outside air.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why did the dog stay out of the sun? So he

wouldn't be a hot dog.

SESK.INFO#4410



DOGS

Does cracking the windows keep a parked
car safe for a dog, per the AVMA?

A No, it makes no difference

B Yes, if cracked a full inch

C Yes, but only in the shade

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

ANo, it makes no difference

WHY Open windows a crack still let the car heat up to

dangerous levels. If a dog does not need to come

along, leave it at home.

STRAIGHT FACE

Why was everyone shocked that I let my dog drive

my car? They had never seen a dog park before.

SESK.INFO#4411

DOGS

Why are flat-faced dogs like Pugs
more prone to heatstroke?

A They have thinner coats

B They cannot pant as effectively

C They drink less water

FLIP FOR T HE ANSWER

BThey cannot pant as effectively

WHY Dogs cool off mainly by panting. A short muzzle

makes panting less efficient, so these dogs overheat

faster.

STRAIGHT FACE

What dog can jump higher than a building? Any

dog because buildings can't jump.

SESK.INFO#4412
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